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Nick Ba bington graduated from Lincoln 
with a cumulative GPA of 3.75. He will attend 
Gonzaga University in Spokane, WA to major 
in broadcasting. Based on his experiences at 
Lincoln, his goal is to become a sports announcer 
and broadcaster as well as a writer of sporting 
event articles.

Juliet Beckton, great grandchild of Marian 
Mills ( ’24), graduated from Lincoln with a 
cumulative GPA of 3.82. She will attend Colorado 
State University in Fort Collins to study criminal 
justice and ultimately pursue a degree in law. 
Her goal is to use her skills to advocate for 
others, fight for justice, and make a meaningful 
difference in people’s lives.

Kyra Ble ssing graduated from Lincoln with 
a cumulative GPA of 3.84. She will attend the 
University of Colorado at Colorado Springs to 
major in business with a specialization in sports 
management. She intends to work in collegiate 
athletic administration to become a general 
manager or college athletic director and succeed 
in a competitive, male-dominated field.

Talbot TE Call graduated from Lincoln with a 
cumulative GPA of 3.8. She will attend New York 
University to major in film and video production 
with the goal of sharing people’s stories, thereby 
making connections between diverse groups 
of people through deeper awareness and 
influencing the lives of others.

Natalie Ch amness is the granddaughter of 
Robert Helgeson (’55). She graduated from 
The King’s Academy in Sunnyvale, CA, with a 
cumulative GPA of 3.95 and attends Samford 
University in Birmingham, AL, to pursue a 
degree in Nursing. Her goal is to become a well-
qualified nurse who provides high quality care in 
areas such as geriatrics, the intensive care unit, or 
labor and delivery with a patient, calming voice 
in times of patients’ pain, stress, and struggle.

Tristan Cook graduated from Lincoln with a 
cumulative GPA of 3.8. He will attend Berklee 
College of Music at the Boston, MA campus to 
major in music production and engineering 
and pursue a career as either a studio recording 
engineer or professional music producer, 
creating and editing music for a variety of 
different artists.

Jayden Do rmier is the grandson of Jean 
Lokken Bo wer ( ’51). He graduated from 
Jackson High School in Everett with a cumulative 
GPA of 2.76. He attends Everett Community 
College and will later transfer to Western or 
WSU to pursue a degree in Marine Biology. 
His goal is to become further educated on the 
world’s escalating biological problems and 
better understand ethical issues in our biological 
systems to impact the biological state of our 
world as a revolutionary biologist.

Luca Droz is the grandchild of Bonnie Wilson 
(’58) and graduated from Lake Washington 
High School in Kirkland with a cumulative GPA 
of 3.184. He attends Bellevue College and will 
transfer to a university to major in pre-med. His 
goal is to graduate medical school and pursue 
a career in sports medicine as either a Doctor 
of Physical Therapy, orthopedics, or a sports 
physician. He believes in being practical and 
understands that this path will save thousands 
of dollars.

Caitlin Dru ry is the grandchild of Vicki 
(Lyons) He drington ( ’64). She graduated 
from Everett High School with a cumulative 
GPA of 3.87 and will attend Gonzaga University 
in Spokane, WA, to major in Civil Engineering 
because of its outdoor work opportunities. While 
touring the civil engineering department there, 
she became interested in the environmental and 
waterworks aspects of the field. This is now her 
ultimate goal.

Ruby Dyks tra graduated from Lincoln with 
a cumulative GPA of 4.0. She will attend the 
University of Washington Honors Program and 
major in Environmental Science with the goal of 
pursuing a career that will have a positive impact 
on her local and global community.

Ava Gh arib graduated from Lincoln with a 
cumulative GPA of 4.0 and will attend UCLA 
to major in a combination of linguistics, 
psychology, and neuroscience. Her volunteer 
work at the University of Washington Autism 
Center inspired her desire to become a physician 
with a specialization in language development 
in the brain.

Addison Gri enauer is the grandchild of 
Robert Winkel and Sally (Wood) Winkel 
(’56). She graduated from West Seattle High 
School with a cumulative GPA of 3.867 and will 
attend Cal Poly in San Luis Obispo, CA. There, 
she will pursue degrees in Psychology with a 
focus on Adolescent Development. By studying 
psychology, she hopes to either become a family 
counselor or child therapist to help children 
work through trauma or major life changes.

Caleb Hirshfeld graduated from Lincoln with 
a cumulative GPA of 3.99 and will attend Cornell 
University in Ithaca, NY, to major in the Biology 
& Society Program, an interdisciplinary program 
that seeks to address current social concerns by 
building connections through a quantitative 
scientific lens. His aim is to contribute to his 
community through work in the medical field.

Mahulome Gno nhossou graduated from 
Lincoln with a cumulative GPA of 3.95. She will 
attend American University in Washington, D.C., 
to major in International Studies in the School 
of International Services and build a career that 
connects people across cultures and supports 
communities. Her long-term goal is to work 
internationally with organizations that focus on 
development and global equity, particularly in 
West Africa where her roots are deeply connected.

*Mahulome is the recipient of the $15,000 David L. Morgan Scholarship
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Courtney L ee graduated from Lincoln 
with a cumulative GPA of 4.0 and will attend 
Bowdoin College in Brunswick, ME, to major in 
Cellular Biology while exploring her interests 
in Bowdoin’s many subcategories of biological 
studies. Ultimately, she plans to pursue 
biological research or public health.

Fiona L iu graduated from Lincoln with 
a cumulative GPA of 3.97 and will attend 
University of California Berkeley. She was 
selected as one of 50 students to attend their 
Haas School of Business’s Global Management 
Program, whose curriculum will involve studying 
abroad at the University of Ghana in Accra to 
interact with diverse populations and means 
of commerce, working toward a career as an 
international business consultant or lawyer.

Adelaide Lovik graduated from Lincoln with 
a cumulative GPA of 3.8 and will attend WSU 
to pursue a degree in Neuroscience. On this 
path she plans to do research on neurological 
diseases and disorders that could help millions 
and become a doctor who would help others 
every day.

Ella Ne lson graduated from Lincoln with a 
cumulative GPA of 3.95 and will attend the 
University of California Berkeley to major in 
liberal arts in the School of Letters and Sciences. 
There, she will continue harnessing strong 
academic skills in literature, Spanish, and math 
while exploring and expanding her enthusiasm 
in theater, performance, and dance in a new 
community of like-minded artists.

Anna (Ash) Rulifson graduated from Lincoln 
with a cumulative GPA of 3.99 and will attend 
Smith College in Northampton, MA, majoring in 
American studies with a minor in Urban Studies. 
Observing the dynamics between environment, 
access, and social justice within urban areas 
sparked her curiosity about how American 
cities were planned and how they function. She 
hopes to find a creative way for her work to have 
measurable impacts on her community.

Aria Sa nya graduated from Lincoln with 
a cumulative GPA of 4.0 and will attend the 
University of British Columbia to major in 
Urban Studies. She hopes to concentrate on 
courses similar to those she had at Lincoln that 
explored the relationships between people, the 
environment, and the systems that govern them. 
Her main goal is a career that considers ways 
that cities can be environmentally conscious, 
habitable and accessible for all people.

Claire Swihart graduated from Lincoln with a 
cumulative GPA of 4.0 and will attend Stanford 
to major in Human Biology. The implications of 
her personal health related experiences in school 
athletics and her volunteer research assistant 
position at UW Medicine inspired her to consider 
how researchers, medical practitioners, and 
policy makers can best work together to address 
health issues. Her goal is to influence policy 
and contribute to a future of more equitable, 
accessible, and affordable healthcare.

Marcus Versaw graduated from Lincoln with 
a cumulative GPA of 3.88 and will attend the 
University of Washington to major in Structural 
Engineering. His fascination since childhood 
with designing and creating structures and 
his academic competence in advanced physics 
and math steered him toward engineering and 
architecture. The program at the UW allows 
exploring every field of engineering so it will be 
possible to pivot from architecture.

Samantha Wagoner graduated from Lincoln 
with a cumulative GPA of 3.987 and will attend 
Cal Poly in San Luis Obispo, CA, to pursue 
degrees in Marine Science. Inspired by the 
beauty and diversity of coral reefs and their 
importance to ecosystems, humans, and the 
economy, she wants to dedicate her life to coral 
reef conservation through either policy advocacy, 
education, or research.

Alayna (Lani) Wilson graduated from Lincoln 
with a cumulative GPA of 4.0 and will attend 
Whitman College in Walla Walla, WA, to study 
Environmental Science as well as other liberal 
arts subjects. Horrified by the concentration of 
greenhouse gas and its effect on climate as well 
as the destruction of ecosystems by clearcutting 
forests, Lani’s educational goal is to make 
discoveries and seek solutions and bring that 
knowledge to a career in science.

2026 NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP SEMIFINALISTS
by Seattle Times staff

The National Merit Scholarship Corporation 
has named more than 350 Washington students as 
semifinalists in its annual scholarship program. The 
state’s semifinalists join more than 16,000 students 
nationwide who had the highest scores on the 2024 
PSAT, a standardized test taken by high school juniors 
that helps qualify them for the award.

About 95% of the semifinalists nationwide are 
expected to be named finalists in February; of those, 
6,930 will go on to receive scholarships that together 
total $26 million, according to a news release from the 
nonprofit National Merit Scholarship Corporation. 

To be a finalist, students must provide 
information about their academic record and 
extracurricular activities, write an essay and earn SAT 
or ACT scores that confirm their earlier performance on 
the PSAT. 

Once again, Lincoln was outnumbered only by 
Lakeside among Seattle schools. This year’s Lincoln 
semi-finalists are; Emily N. Bo; Aureole Chang; Alice 
M. Cottrell-Steen; Sonya L Karyo; Briana Lin; James 
I. Mandelbaum; Guilherme Mori de Castro; Nico G. 
Santa Lucia; Henry A. Simon; Ruopu Sun; Alexander E. 
Toutanov; Alita K. Van Eaton; Wilbert W. Zhu.

Please note: If you have a grandchild or great-grandchild who’s a high school 
senior this year and wishes to apply for the LLAA scholarship in 2026, please 

advise them to consult the website (www.lincolnhighlynx.org/scholarships) in 
January so they have plenty of time to fulfill all requirements. Even though 
the SAT is now optional at many universities, it is required for our 

scholarship program. $60 spent on the SAT is worth the scholarship award 
($2,000 in 2025). Failure to submit SAT scores results in application rejection. 




